(Lead ) 


‘Accidents Will Happen, ’ 
Racket Expose, Coming 


A thrilling exposure of the fake 
injury racket, whereby instirance 
associations have been robbed of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
is promised in ‘‘ Accidents Will 
Happen,’’ a Warner Bros. melo- 
drama scheduled to open next Fri- 
day at the Strand Theatre. 

In quite a few cities throughout 
the. United States recently -— 
among them Los Angeles, the home 
of the movies — investigators have 
cracked down upon bands of men 
and women who have been defraud- 
ing the big companies by self-in- 
flicted injuries magnified by crook- 
ed physicians. There have been 
several convictions and jail terms 
for the racketeers. Thus this is 
another Warner picture ‘‘taken 
right from the headlines,’’ a pro- 
cedure which this studio has fol- 
lowed very successfully. 

Ronald Reagan, the youthful 
new star who until a few months 
ago was a radio news commentator 
in Des Moines, Iowa, is featured 
in ‘* Accidents Will Happen’’ as 
an insurance adjuster who exposes 
just such gangs as have been ap- 
pearing in the news recently. 


bf 


Another newcomer in the picture 
is Gloria Blondell, younger sister 
of the famous Joan. She’s the 
leading woman. Gloria has had 
stage experience (she played the 
leading part in ‘‘Three Men On a 
Horse’? at the same time Joan 
was doing the screen version of 
the comedy); but this is her very 
first picture and she is said to ac- 
quit herself splendidly. 

William Clemens directed ‘‘ Ac- 
cidents Will Happen’’ from a 
screenplay by George Bricker and 
Anthony Coldeway. Other not- 
ables in the cast include Dick Pur- 
cell, Sheila Bromley, Addison Rich- 
ards, Hugh O’Connell, Spee O’ Don- 
nell and Kenneth Harlan. 





Played Stage Roles 


Gloria Blondell, sister of Joan 
and recently signed to a term con- 
tract by Warner Bros. is at pres- 
ent playing the leading role in 
‘Accidents Will Happen,’’ which 
comes to the Strand Theatre on 
Friday. 

She appeared in 
portant play on Broadway, as 
Mabel in ‘‘Three Men on a 
Horse,’’ but has played the lead 
on the road in ‘‘ Tron Men,’’ ‘‘ Per- 
sonal Appearance’’ ‘‘She Loves 
Me Not,’’ ‘*It’s a Wise Child.’’ 


only one im- 
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RONALD REAGAN — who is 
making fast strides to screen 
fame, is featured in Warner 
Bros. sensational expose of the 
fake accident racket —‘Acci- 
dents Will Happen,” coming to 
the Strand Theatre soon. 
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Beauty Winner At 
18 Months of Age 


Janet Shaw of the movies 
didn’t want to be known as 
*““a contest winner who broke 
into the movies and made 
good.”” But Ronald Reagan 
star of the Warner Bros. film 
“Accidents Will Happen,” in 
which Janet has a supporting 
part, is a former news hawk. 
He ferreted out the fact that 
Janet won a “Best Baby” 
contest in Nebraska when she 
was 18 months old. ‘Acci- 
dents Will Happen” opens at. 
the Strand Theatre next week. 





(Opening Day) 


RACKET DRAMA 
NOW AT STRAND 


There’s going to be some excite- 
ment at the Strand Theatre to- 
day, when ‘‘ Accidents Will Hap- 
pen’’ opens there. It’s a brand 
new Warner Bros. melodrama, and 
taking its cue from recent head- 
Lines, it deals with the fake injury 


racket, and exposes the racket 
which has cheated the insurance 


companies out of huge sums. 

Heading the cast are Ronald 
Reagan, a handsome ex radio com- 
mentator, who made his movie de- 
but recently and has been greeted 
warmly both by eritics and the 
public as one of the likeliest bets 
for 1938 stardom; and Gloria 
Blondell, younger sister of the fa- 
mous Joan, who makes her movie 
bow in ‘‘ Accidents Will Happen,’’ 
though she has had quite a bit of 
stage experience. 

William Clemens directed ‘‘ Ac- 
cidents Will Happen’’ from a 
screenplay by George Bricker and 
Anthony Coldeway. Well-known 
players in the cast include Dick 
Pureell, Sheila Bromley, Addison 
Richards, Hugh O’Connell, Ellen 
Claney, Spee O’Donnell and Ken- 
neth Harlan. 
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(Advance ) 


Gloria Follows Footsteps 
of Sister Joan Blondell 


Joan and Gloria Blondell, cine- 
ma sisters under contract to War- 
ner Bros., each found it difficult 
to consider giving up the name of 
Blondell, which comes from at 
least five well-known generations 
of stage players in America and 
England. 

But both offered to do so, each 
for the sake of the other. Neither 
sister would let the other make the 
sacrifice. 

Gloria, now leading woman in 
‘“ Accidents Will Happen,’’ oppo- 
site the new star, Ronald. Reagan, 
first suggested that she change her 
name. Already some confusion had 
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GLORIA BLONDELL — Aittrac- 
tive young sister of the famed 
Joan who has the featured role 
opposite Ronald Reagan in “ Ac- 
cidents Will Happen,” expose of 
the fake injury racket, coming 
to the Strand Theatre. 





occured, caused chiefly because 
Gloria had made a hit in the stage 
version of ‘*Three Men on a 
Horse,’’? and Joan starred in the 
screen version of the same piece. 

Gloria suggested that she take 
the name of Gloria Cain, 
her mother, Katheryn Cain, had 
given footlight prominence. Joan 
was going to be ‘‘Joan Powell,’’ 
being Mrs. Dick Powell in private 
life. 

Neither sister being willing to 
let the other make the change of 
name, that famous stage handle, 
‘“Blondell,’’ has two representa 


which 


tives instead of one to write it 
into cinema history. 
The all-theatrical trend of the 


Blondell family was launched by 
David Blondell as ‘‘Richard the 
Lion Hearted,’’ in England. Be- 
yond that — back so far that his- 
tory and family tradition fails but 
certainly to a certain famed min- 
strel and troubadour of the Middle 
Ages named simply ‘‘ Blondell,’’ 
(sometimes spelled in old court 
chronicles ‘‘Blondyl,’’) — goes a 
long line of show folk. 

And it’s a matter of record that 
most of them, as did the father of 
Joan and Gloria, (Edward Blon- 
dell) married well-known theatrical 


people. 


According to William Clemens, 
who directed the Reagan Blondell 
film, Gloria is taking to the movies 
as readily as did Joan. For Rea- 
gan, ex newspaper man and sports 
commentator on the ether waves, 
“« Accidents Will Happen’’ is only 
a third film but Clemens 
declares veterans of the cast such 
as Dick Purcell, Addison Richards 
and Sheila Bromley seem no more 
at home facing the cameras. The 
picture opens at the Strand Thea- 
tre next Friday. 


vehicle, 








(Advance ) 


‘Accidents Will Happen”’ 
Stunt Men’s Field Day 


Insurance companies got a 
double play from the filming of 
Warner Bros.’ melodrama ‘‘ Acci- 
dents Will Happen,’’ starring 
Ronald Reagan and Gloria Blon- 
dell and opening next Friday at 
the Strand Theatre. 

The picture exposed the fake 
accident racket, whieh has been 
costing insurance companies mil- 
lions of dollars yearly. 

In addition, due to the unusual- 
ly dangerous nature of a large 
number of the fake accidents 
shown, ‘‘ Accidents Will Happen’’ 
cost more to insure against acci- 
dents in the filming than any re- 
eent film. 

Nearly all of the numerous 
‘‘dangerous trades’’ of the stu- 


dios — and any major film plant 
can reveal at least 14 of these on 
its job list — were used in film- 


ing the picture. 

Doubles who portrayed real and 
fake accident victims headed the 
list both numerically and in point 
of the risk involved in some of 
their stunts. Close behind them 
came the explosives experts, then 
the fire-and smoke effects depart- 
ment — not to be confused with 
the regular studio fire department. 

Automobile drivers (stunt men) 
were another class of extra-risk 
employees used on the _ picture. 
Then there were specialists who 
tinker gaily with high-tension elee- 
tricity, who let buildings fall on 
them (even plaster bricks and bal- 
sa-wood beams in sufficient quanti- 
ties are dangerous) and so on, 
through a long lst of surprising 
sidelines full of headaches for in- 
surance men. 

But it was Gloria Blondell of 
the stage’s ‘‘Three Men on a 
Horse’’ fame yes, she’s Joan’s 
sister! — doing her very first film, 





who had the most dangerous work 


of all. She embarks on a career 
as a fake accident victim, throw- 
ing herself in front of speeding 
autos and so on. 

““Tn real life that may be thrill- 
ing work — but you can have it! ’’ 
the pretty brunette declares with 
a shiver. 





(Advance ) 


OFTEN TAKES ROLE 
INTO PRIVATE LIFE 
SAYS FILM ACTRESS 


You ean talk yourself into be- 
ing ill, according to Sheila Brom- 
ley, the movie actress, and it’s 
even easier to talk yourself into 
earrying a film role into your pri- 
vate life. 

When you’re sufficiently  ae- 
quainted with the character you’re 
playing to put it on the sereen ef- 
fectively, you’re fifty per cent 
habituated to act and think as that 
character does, for the time being. 

““So, when you’re a meanie like 
I am in my current part at Warner 
Bros., for example — a double- 
crossing wife to star Ronald Rea- 
gan in ‘Accidents Will Happen’ 
— you ean hardly avoid taking 
some of the mean character away 
from the studio with you. 

““Tt’s a matter of mental sug- 
gestion, just as illness often is. 
My family and friends find I’m 
a lot better to get along with 
when I’m playing heroines than 
‘vamps.’ So I’d recommend to 
any man to marry a heroine, rath- 
er than a gitl who has to spend 
most of her time playing meanie 
roles.’’ 

Gloria, Blondell is the heroine in 
“* Accidents Will Happen’’ which 
is an expose of the fake accident 
racket. The picture, which is due 
at the Strand Theatre Friday, 
was directed by William Clemens 
from a_ screenplay by George 
Bricker and Anthony Coldeway. 


Page Two 





(Advance ) 


RONALD REAGAN 
EX-ANNOUNCER 


Look to the movies for proof of 
the wisdom of some old proverbs. 

Take that wheeze about ‘‘It’s 
an ill wind that blows nobody 
good!’’? Small comfort, perhaps, 
it is to hear that when you’re 
down on your luck — but if it 
hadn’t been for somebody else’s 
misfortune the screen might be de- 
prived of some of its brightest 
stars today. 

And there’s another saying — 
““Some are born to greatness and 
some have greatness thrust upon 
them’’— which doesn’t reflect on 
those achieving greatness but is 
true nevertheless. 

If Ronald Reagan hadn’t just 
happened to have been broadeast- 
ing the 1937 spring training of 
the Chicago Cubs at Catalina Isl- 
and, he probably still would be a 
radio announcer. Instead, Max 
Arnow, Warner Bros. talent scout, 
heard his voice on the air, a screen 
test was given and followed by a 
long term contract. 

Now Reagan is playing the lead- 
ing role in ‘‘ Accidents Will Hap- 
pen,’’ his third picture, coming to 
the Strand on Friday, and is ready 
to declare that there is something 
in a title after all. But while it 
was through chance he won his op- 
portunity, sheer talent made it 
possible for him to make good and 
it made him one of the outstand- 
ing discoveries of recent years. 


Dick Purcell 
Fordham Man 


At least one actor’s life-long 
handicap is enjoyment of pick and 
shovel work, chopping wood or 
drilling rock. 

Dick Purcell lost several chances 
on the legitimate stage and in 
vaudeville because he’d take manu- 
al labor jobs — by preference 
between engagements. More than 
one manager or scout, remember- 
ing some nice thing he had done in 
a production on Broadway or the 
road, would look him up, and find 
him at some such task. 

Convinced that there was a mis- 
take — an actor simply wouldn’t 
do things like that — the manager 
would eliminate Dick from consid- 
eration in casting his show. 

But young Pureell, a Fordham 
athlete, got on anyway. A Broad- 
way hit in ‘‘ Paths of Glory’’ won 
him a contract with Warner Bros., 
and since that time, a little over 
a year ago, he has played featured 
leads or heavies in many a picture. 
His latest is one in the villain 
category — in ‘‘Aceidents Will 
Happen,’’ which stars Ronald Rea- 
gan, features Purcell, Gloria Blon- 
dell, and Sheila Bromley. 

““ Accidents Will Happen,’’ now 
showing at the Strand Theatre, ex- 
poses the fake accident racket 
which has defrauded many insur- 
ance companies. It was directed 
by William Clemens. 








Warner Bros. Again 
In Headline ‘Scoop’ 


According to Warner Bros.’ 


young director, William Cle- 
mens, his employers again 
“scooped” the actual news of 
a headline sensation in Ron- 
ald Reagan’s current starring 
picture, “Accidents Will Hap- 
pen,” which will open next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 
The picture was under pro- 
duction before the recent 
wholesale indictments against 
the fake accident racket were 
being headlined in the news- 
papers all over the United 
States. 
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BIG SISTER 


Gloria Blondell gets a 
word of encouragement 
from her famous sister 
Joan as she waits for her 
cue to step in front of 
the cameras for a scene 
in Warner Bros.’ “‘Acci- 
dents Will Happen” com- 
ing to the Strand Thea- 


tre on Friday. 
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Stage, Screen Now Easier 
To *‘Crash,’’ Says Gloria 


Both pictures and the stage are 
sasier to ‘‘erash’’ today than ever 
before, according to Gloria Blon- 
dell. Gloria, a former stage ac- 
tress now on movie contract at 
Warner Bros., is the famous 
Joan’s sister. 

She got on the stage and later 
in pictures without Joan’s help, 
except in the way of advice and en- 
couragement. And now she’s lead- 
ing lady in her very first picture, 
‘““Aceidents Will Happen,’’ in 
which she is playing opposite the 
new star, Ronald Reagan. This 
melodrama opens next week at the 
Strand Theatre. 

She got her chance on the stage 
when she finished school, under an- 
other name, and attracted the at- 
tention of the movie moguls with 
her outstanding hit in the New 
York stage production of ‘‘Three 
Men on a Horse,’’? about the time 
Joan was prepariny to play it on 
the sereen in Tollywood. 

Pictures and the stage are easi- 
er for the beginner to enter says 
Gloria, because both have learned 
to respect the products of acting 
schools, amateur theatres and com- 
munity drama groups. 

“Once they had a very snooty 
attitude toward players with no 
professional experience,’’ Gloria 
explains. ‘‘Now success after suc- 
cess on stage and screen, has ham- 
mered into the minds of producers 
the idea that it isn’t always nee- 
essary to have full blown Bern. 
hardts and Barrymores. 

““They’re taking chances on 
school products that show real tal- 
ent. They are trusting their judge- 
ment to select actors and actresses 
rather than trying to let ‘the other 
fellow’ always take the risk cf 
giving them a tryout.’’ 

Gloria Blondell, Ronald Reagan, 
Dick Purcell and Sheila Bromley 
are featured in ‘‘ Accidents Will 
Happen’’ which opens next week 
at the Strand Theatre. 





Black Eye For Reagan 


Ronald Reagan, featured Warner 
Bros. player, got his first black 
eye while playing in ‘‘ Accidents 
Will Happen.’’ 





Your 
Rambling 
Reporter 


Edward G. Robinson has return- 
ed from New York to start ‘‘ The 


, 


Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’’ reject- 


ing a handsome stage deal in favor 
of the film... 


Claude Rains balking all 
news photographers’ efforts 
to get pictures of Mrs Rains 
and the baby, “Publicity 
for one member of the 
family is enough,” he says 
. . . Patrice Knowles vaca- 
tioning in the snow at Camp 
Baldy in the Sierras... 


Penny Singleton (Swing Your 
Lady) has a pair of goldfish which 
hide in their underwater castle and 
sulk everytime swing music is play- 
ed on the radio... Humphrey Bo- 
gart recognized and stopped on the 
Warner lot by a woman visitor 
whose life was saved by Bogart’s 
father during a se.ious illness in 
New York some years ago... 


Wayne Morris probably 
will buy Hugh Herbert’s 
ranch, The papers are all 
ready to be signed... . Dick 
Powell wants to sell his 
home and build a new one 
in Brentwood ... 


Patric Knowles has become so 
expert an archer that he recently 
won a match at El Segundo in 
competition with some of the best 
archers on the coast... George 
Brent, now in ‘‘Jezebel,’’ so com- 
pletely sold on Mexico that he says 
he will spend all his vacations there 
from now on... 


Rudy Vatiee and Rose- 
mary Lane sipping plain so- 
da from the same glass but 
through two straws. May 
mean nothing, though, even 
if Rudy and Gloria Young- 
blood seem to be on the 
outs now... 


Kay Francis has been seen at 
the Westside Tennis Club almost 
every day for the past few weeks 
without an escort—which is very 
unusual for Kay... 
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TRUE TO FORM 


Gloria Blondell possesses 
the same piquant charm 
which first brought her 
sister Joan to the top. She 
is playing opposite Ron- 
ald Reagan in “Accidents 
Will Happen,” expose of 
the fake accident racket. 
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LIMIT AUTHORITY 
ON HIS OWN SET 


“A movie director’s authority 
on his own set should be limit- 
ed!” That statement takes on 
surprise value because it comes 
from a director, William Clemens. 

The more time a director 
spends being an executive, the 
less time he has to concentrate 
on the province that should be 


his — creative, artistic effort in 
film making — Clemens main- 
tains. 


A mere youngster as directors 
go, he speaks with the authority 
of considerable stage directing 
and screen writing experience, 
and his current picture at War- 
ner Bros., “Accidents Will Hap- 
pen,” starring Ronald Reagan, is 
one of many he kas filmed. This 
melodrama is now at the Strand 
Theatre. 

“The situation has improved 
greatly within the past four or 
five years,” Clemens declares. “In 
the screen’s older days a director 
was like the captain of a ship 
at sea, despotic in power and 
often greedy to exercise that 
right. 

Now capable assistant direc- 
tors, supervisors, unit managers 
and others take over problems of 
business, management detail, the 
mass handling of extras, and a 
hundred other things which once 
harrassed directors. 

“This has made effective the 
work of the creative type of di- 
rector.’ 


Cast of 
Characters 


Eric Gregg...Ronald Reagan 


Patricia Carmody 
Gloria Blondell 


Jim. Faber Dick Purcell 
Nona Gregg....Sheila Bromley 


Blair Thurston 
Addison Richards 


Hugh O’Connell 
Janet Shaw 


Mary Tarlton 


Burley Thorne 
Elliot Sullivan 


Spec O’Donnell 
Kenneth Harlan 
Don Barclay 
Earl Dwire 

Max Hoffman, Jr. 
John Butler 





New Advisor 


A new type of technical advisor 
was used in the filming of Warner 
Bros.’ ‘‘ Accidents Will Happen,’’ 
the melodrama now showing at the 
Strand Theatre. Victor C. Rose, 
well-known young Los Angeles at- 
torney who specializes in negli- 
gence cases, followed the picture 
and drew an excellent retainer 
therefor, making sure that actors 
Ronald Reagan, Gloria Blondell, 
Dick Purcell and others used the 
proper insurance company termin- 


ology. 





In Same Hit 


Gloria Blondell, now on contract 
at Warner Bros. and playing in 
her first movie, ‘‘ Accidents Will 
Happen,’’ made a hit on the stage 
in ‘‘Three Men on a Horse’’ and 
her sister, Joan Blondell dupli- 
cated the stunt in the same ve- 
hicle on the sereen. The lucky 
comedy boosted both sisters a step 
up fame’s ladder. 





Has Dual Personality 


Sheila Bromley has a dual name 
and a dual personality. As Sheila 
Bromley she is playing a catty, 
double-crossing wife in ‘‘ Accidents 
Will Happen,’’ now showing at the 
Strand. But as Sheila Manners, 
she appears as the smiling heroine 
in Western flickers. 





PUBLICITY 


(Review ) 


DIRECTOR WOULD ‘“‘Accidents Will Happen’’ Powerful 
Expose of Fake-Accident Rackets 


STORY SYNOPSIS: (not for publication) Eric Gregg (Ronald Reagan) an insurance 


adjustor for the Majestic Casualty Company, is making quite a name for himself for his 


ability to recognize and expose false claims against the company. His wife, Nona, (Sheila 


Bromley) is dissatisfied with his small salary, however, and borrows money from Jim 


Faber (Dick Purcell) manager of an auto loan company who has been passing fake 


claims on the Majestic Company. When Nona is unable to keep up payments on her 


loan, Faber gets her to fall into a framed accident scheme, Eric believes Nona’s testi- 


mony as a witness, and when the fraud comes to light, it appears as though he was in on 


the scheme. He’s fired. Then he and a little cigarette girl, Patricia, (Gloria Blondell ), 


set to work to expose Faber and his gang once and for all. They pretend to be in with 


them, and Patricia, presumably crippled for life, is brought into court to testify in a 


$25,000 case. She suddenly arises from her stretcher, takes the stand and reveals the 


true story of the faked accident. Eric is restored to his former position and another 


racket has been wiped out. 


Taking their cue from recent newspaper 
headlines, Warner Bros. have made an excit- 
ing action drama of ‘‘ Accidents Will Hap- 
pen,’’ which opened yesterday at the Strand 
Theatre. 

It is based upon the ‘‘fake injuries racket,’’ 
a scheme which has taken 
many millions of dollars 
from insurance companies 
throughout the country and 
which has been: exposed in 
several sections within the 
past few months. A number 
of men and women who sim- 
ulated serious injuries, and 
a number of crooked physi- 
cians who helped them, are 
now serving jail terms. 

Ronald Reagan, young 
eraduate from the air-lanes, 
is the leading man in “‘ Ac- 
cidents Will Happen.’’ He is an insurance 
adjustor for one of the big companies, in the 
story, and is on the level. But he has a com- 
plaining, dissatisfied wife, played by Sheila 
Bromley, who wants more money for furs and 
fine clothes. 

She borrows a large sum from an auto loan 
company headed by Dick Purcell, who in- 
duces her to frame her own husband in the 
matter of a faked motor car accident. She 
gives certain false testimony concerning this, 
and Reagan believes her and pays off the al- 
leged victim. As a result, he loses his job. 
He is consoled in his misery by a young cigar 
counter girl, portrayed by Gloria Blondell. 

Gloria is the sister of the famed Joan Blon- 
dell, and a competent young actress in this, 


Ronald Reagan 
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her first picture. She has the same kind of 
piquant charm which first brought sister Joan 
to the top. 

Reagan and the girl pretend to go into the 
fake accident racket on their own account, 
and convince Purcell and his confederates 
that they are winning crook- 
ed suits. They are taken in- 
to the gang, and agree to 
pull a big accident that will 
net $25,000. Gloria is the 
purported victim. She ap- 
pears in court in a wheel- 
chair, apparently hopelessly 
crippled. 

In a strikingly dramatic 
scene, she steps from the 
chair, moves easily to the 
witness stand, and exposes 
all the routine of the fake 
accidents. Reagan, natural- 
ly, is restored to his position and hailed as 
a hero. 

A timely and action-packed drama, ‘‘ Acci- 
dents Will Happen’’ should play to well-sat- 
isfied audiences. An excellent cast, a well- 
knit story, leavened with romance and com- 
edy, all make the show tops in entertainment. 
Young Ronald Reagan, in the lead role, will 
bear watching as one of the ranking stars of 
tomorrow. 

‘‘ Accidents Will Happen,’’ was directed 
by William Clemens from a screenplay by 
George Bricker and Anthony Coldeway. 
Others in the east, besides those mentioned, 
inelude Addison Richards, Hugh O’Connell, 
Janet Shaw, Spee O’Donnell and Kenneth 
Harlan. 





Gloria Blondell 
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NOTHING 
LIKE LOVE 


Ronald Reagan, ex-ra- 
dio announcer, now one of 
Warner Bros.’ up-and-com- 
ing actors, plays the lead 


in “Accidents Will Hap- 


pen,” an expose of the 


fake-injury racket mulct- 
ing insurance companies, 
shown with Gloria Blon- 


dell, as his female lead. 








(Current) 


ACTORS T00 ROUGH 
BOTH GET ‘SHINERS’ 
IN FIST IMBROGLIC 


A fist fight between Warner 
Bros.’ new star, Ronald Reagan, 
and actor Elliott Sullivan is part 
of the melodrama, ‘‘ Accidents Will 
Happen,’’ now showing at the 
Strand Theatre. 

Director William Clemens ex- 
plained that the scrappers were to 
pull punches, be careful not to 
hurt each other, and above all, not 
to blacken each other’s eyes. 

‘‘T’d put this fight sequence at 
the end of the picture, to play 
safe, but as the schedule stands I 
can’t do it,’? he explained. 
‘‘You’ll just have to be careful, 
that’s all. Ronnie gets a black 
eye, supposedly, but remember 
that’s to be applied by the make- 
up man, not a fist! ’’ 

The boys promised faithfully. 
They rehearsed in good order. 
They emerged with a black eye 
each — and the makeup man spent 
next day keeping the ‘‘shiners’’ 
white-washed ! 





Was Telegrapher 


Hugh O’Connell, currently play- 
ing in ‘Accidents Will Happen,’’ 
at the age of 16 was a relief teleg- 
rapher. Unable to receive the fast 
sending of the most important 
message of the day in the little 
farming community — the weather 
report—he would take a look at 
local conditions and write his own 
weather report. 


Production 
Personnel 


Director William Clemens 


Screen Play by 
George Bricker 
Anthony Coldeway 


Story by George Bricker 


Photography by 
L. Wm. O’Connell, A.S.C. 


Film Editor Thomas Pratt 


Dialogue Director 
Vincent Sherman 


Technical Advisor 
Victor Rose 


Charles Novi 
Charles Lang 
Howard Shoup 


Art Director 
Sound by 
Gowns by 





Freckles Fading 


For a scene of the Warner Bros. 
melodrama, ‘‘ Accidents will Hap- 
pen,’’ now showing at the Strand 
Theatre, young actor ‘‘Spec’’ 
O’Donnell was given some artifi- 
cial freckles in the studio makeup 
chair. The former freckle champ 
of the movies still has ’em, but 
they’re not what they used to be. 
They’re fading out. His nickname 
will outlive them. However, it’s 
no inconvenience to him—they’re 
soon applied artificially! 





Reagan Buying Home 


Ronald Reagan, former Des 
Moines radio commentator who’s 
now a Warner Bros. film star, has 
decided to stay in Hollywood and 
like it. He is buying a California 
home and is going to have his par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. John Edward 
Reagan live with him. Reagan re- 
cently finished his third picture, 
““ Accidents Will Happen,’’ which 
is now showing at the Strand The- 
atre. 





Once A Blondell 


Gloria Blondell, Joan’s sister, 
wanted to change her name before 
embarking on ‘‘ Accidents Will 
Happen.’’ But finally she was per- 
suaded to preserve the old family 
label, a famous one in the theatre. 
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ADVERTISING 































Accidents . .. made to order! Injuries as phony as 
the evidence that wins million dollar verdicts every 
year! See this sensational expose... and be amazed! 


ACCIDENTS 
WILL HAPPEN 


RONALD REAGAN - Dick Purcell 
Gloria Blondell - Sheila Bromley 


Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS - A WARNER BROS. Picture 















7 A m Oe % | $1,000,000 “ACCIDENT” 
Finger on Gang! 
RONALD REAGAN. Gloria Blondel 


RACKET EXPOSED! 
Ace Detective Puts 
| ||EACH ACCIDENT carefully rehearsed 
...down to the last phony detail! 
THIS GIRL knows she will be the 
“victim” of an auto crash tomorrow! 
Dick Purcell - Sheila Bromley 









creen ia ae Bri Anthony Coldeway 
«Bri ues ok WARNER BROS. Pictu: 





Mat 204 — 100 Lines — 30c 






Screen Play by George Bricker and Anthony Coldeway + From a Story by George Bricker 


Mat 209 — 190 Lines — 30c 


TOMORROW 
She Will Be Run 
Over by an Auto 


- With every detail re- 
hearsed, every witness 
coached...the ‘accident’ 
racketeers have pulled 
off another frame-up! 


oi ” WARNER BROS.’ fearless expose of America’ s most ruthless racket! 


ACCIDENTS 
WILL HAPPEN 


RONALD REAGAN - Dick Purcell 
Gloria Blondell - Sheila Bromley 


Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS © A WARNER BROS. ee 


She’s been chosen by the ‘accident’ 
racketeers for the latest and most 
daring of their fake tragedies! 





WARNER BROS.’ fearless expose 


ACCIDENTS | 
WILL HAPPEN 


with 


RONALD REAGAN - Dick Purcell 


Gloria Blondell - Sheila Bromley 


Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS 





Screen Play by George Bricker and Anthony 


WUT 
Coldew ay « Froma Story by George Bricker Screon Play by GEORGE BRICKER and ANTHONY COLDEWAY : From a Story by GEORGE BRICKER W 





Mat 105 — 70 Lines — I5c Mat 208 — 160 Lines — 30c 
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This million dollar racket knows a 
1000 ways to make ‘accidents’ hap- 
pen...on purpose! See and be amazed! 


WARNER BROS.’ sensational expose 


‘ACCIDENTS 
WILL HAPPEN 


with 
RONALD REAGAN - Dick Purcell 
Gloria Blondell - Sheila Bromley 


Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS 


Screen Play by George Bricker and Anthony 
Coldeway + From a Story by George Bricker 





Mat 110 — 152 Lines — I5c 


IT’S AN ACCIDENT 
--on 
purpose! 


AccineNts 


WILL HAPPEN’ 


with 
RONALD REAGAN - Gloria Blondell 
Dick Purcell - Sheila Bromley 








ADVERTISING 


NO WONDER IT’S CALLED ‘THE 
_MEANEST RACKET ON EARTH’! 


ACCIDENTS 
WILL HAPPEN 


with 


RONALD REAGAN : Dick Purcell 
Gloria Blondell - Sheila Bromley 


Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS - A WARNER BROS. Picture 
f oe 


ae i) 
\i i y Screen Play by George Bricker and Anthony Coldeway + From a Story by George Bricker 


Mat 205 — 134 Lines — 30c 


ACCIDENTS Made to Order ‘Ac Cc ‘ re. e n t & 
Will 


Happen’ 


A WARNER BROS. Picture... with 
» RONALD REAGAN -Gloria Blondell 


Dick Purcell: Sheila Bromley 
Directed by WM. CLEMENS 





Screen Play by George Bricker and Anthony Coldeway « From.a Story by George Bricker 


Mat 206 — 60 Lines — 30c 





ACCIDENTS 
WILL HAPPEN 


on purpose 


/ i 
SEE ‘accidents’ planned in every detail! 
+e ‘victims’ coached in every word! 


THRILL with the man who broke into 
the racket...to break it wide open! 


WARNER BROS.’ smashing expose 
of the meanest racket on earth, with 


RONALD REAGAN - Dick Purcell 
Gloria Blondel - Sheila Bromley 


Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS 


Screen Play by George Bricker and Anthony 
Coldeway » From a Story by George Bricker 





Mat 109 — 56 Lines — I5c 


‘ACCIDENTS 
WILL HAPPEN’ 


RONALD REAGAN. Gloria Blondell 
Dick Purcell- Sheila Bromley 


Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS « Screen Play by 
George Bricker and Anthony Coldeway ¢ From a 
Story by George Bricker >A WARNER BROS. Picture 





Mat 108 — 19 Lines — [5c 


Exposing the 
Meanest Racket 
on Earth! 


ACCIDENTS 


Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS e Screen Play by 
George Bricker and Anthony Coldeway ¢ From a 
Story by George Bricker eA WARNER BROS. Picture 


WILL HAPPEN 
ACCIDENTS WILL fictllam 











Mat 107 — 32 Lines — |5c 


rT GLORIA BLONDELL 
DICK PURCELL 
SHEILA BROMLEY 


Tomorrow She Will Be Bea Echidte Eat cny Collen ¢ ee 
Story by George Bricker *»A WARNER BROS, Picture 

Run Over by an Auto 
—And She Knows It! 





Mat 106 — 47 Lines — |5c¢ 


: with 
RONALD REAGAN - Gloria Blondell - Dick Purcell - Sheila Bromley 


Directed by WILLIAM CLEMENS « Screen Play by George Bricker and Anthony 
Coldeway « From a Story by George Bricker +» A WARNER BROS. Picture 





Mat 207 — 64 Lines — 30c 
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MADE TO ORDER 


Send a sandwich man around town with 
this copy prominently displayed: ''ACCI- 
DENTS ... MADE TO ORDER! See the 
sensational expose of the meanest racket 
on earth in Warner Bros.’ ‘Accidents Will 
Happen’ coming to the Strand Theatre." 


SPOT IN NEWSREEL 


If newsreel during:the week in advance of 
film's showing has any reference to rack- 
ets, you might spot a one-frame trailer 
reading: ''For the lowdown on the mean- 
est racket on earth, see Warner Bros.’ 
fearless expose — ‘Accidents Will Hap- 
pen’ coming next week to this theatre." 


USE NEWS FOTOS 


Local newspaper morgue should have a 
number of news shots of recent racket 
exposes. Try to borrow them for lobby 
display tieing in your picture: ‘Warner 
Bros.’ scoop the headlines again with this 
sensational expose of America's million 
dollar ‘Accident’ racket. See the entire 
thrilling story in ‘Accidents Will Hap- 
pen’ coming soon to the Strand." 


TRAFFIC LESSONS 


For the lobby, rig up a display illustrating 
today's most common traffic problems. 
Model autos are promoted from toy 
dealer. Arrange to have AAA traffic ex- 
pert or police official explain how "Acci- 
dents Will Happen," by careless driving. 
Spot scene stills and star blow-ups nearby 
with copy: ‘Accidents Will Happen’ 
when drivers are careless . . . ‘Accidents 
Will Happen’ on purpose!—when the ‘ac- 
cident racketeers' make them to order. 
See the sensational expose of the mean- 
est racket on earth in ‘Accidents Will 


Happen’." Have newspaper cover this. 


Do Jhis Jo 
Excte Interest 
Wrecked car promoted from lo- 
cal junk heap is parked at van- 


tage point. Large banner over 
car: “FAKE! — It’s an accident 


on purpose. See Warner Bros.’ 


smashing expose of the meanest 
racket on earth — ‘Accidents 
Will Happen.’ It begins Friday 
at the Strand Theatre. Car is 
covered with scene stills and 
number of star blowups. 
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SAFETY WEEK in cooperation with 
local Safety Council, Automobile As- 
sociation and civic clubs. Get out 
window stickers, posters and banners 
wherever people are working — in 
shops, factories, street repair projects, 
building operations, etc., using slogan: 
Always be careful or ‘ACCIDENTS 
WILL HAPPEN.’ 


TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT will cooper- 
ate by granting permission to distrib- 
ute cards at filling stations, parking 
spaces and road intersections. Copy: 
“Drive carefully or ‘ACCIDENTS 
WILL HAPPEN’.” Theatre imprint in 
small type should be added. 


CIVIC CLUBS, boys’ clubs, scout 
troops and similar organizations can 
be enlisted in reporting careless drivers 
to police authorities. Place notices 
and stills on club bulletin boards plug- 
ging title, theatre and playdates. Get 
the local insurance agents to cooperate 
with window displays, circulars etc. 


“POLICE CAR” tours town with man 
spieling thru loudspeaker: ‘‘Calling all 
cars — check your brakes; be sure 
your car is in good working order; 
drive carefully or ‘Accidents Will 
Happen.’ 


LICENSE NUMBERS of careful drivers 
are spotted and posted in lobby. Peo- 
ple identifying numbers as theirs are 
given guest tickets to show. Can be 
worked as co-op promotion with in- 
surance company. 


SAFETY QUIZ conducted in lobby 
consists of questions: ‘““What should 
an automobile driver do when he hears” 
a police car or ambulance approach- 
ing?’’; ‘Should a driver slow down at 
main intersections?” 


STENCIL CURBS — “Cross On The 
Green Light Or ‘Accidents Will Hap- 
pen’ — Strand Theatre.”’ 


FOR THE RADIO 


EFFECTS: Sound of brakes screeching; a 


woman screaming! 


ANNOUNCER: IT'S AN ACCIDENT... 
ON PURPOSE! The ‘accident’ racketeers 
have pulled off another frame-up! Will 
they get away with it? For the startling 
answer, see Warner Bros.’ fearless expose 
of the meanest racket on earth. "Acci- 
dents Will Happen" which comes to the 
Strand Theatre on Friday. The whole in- 
side story of this ruthless million dollar 
racket is brought out into the open... 
‘Accidents’ planned to the smallest detail 
. . . 'Victims' coached to the very last 
word! For thrill-packed mile-a-minute ac- 
tion be sure to see "Accidents Will Hap- 
pen" starting Friday at the Strand. 


EXPLOITATION 


SHOW NEWS PAGE 


The American Weekly (February 19th is- 
sue) devoted an entire page to the fake 
accident racket. Story and illustrations 
show how racketeers collect fortunes from 
insurance companies with accidents made 
to order! Get a copy of this page and 
display it in lobby or front with selling 
copy and scene stills. 


ATTENTION IOWANS! 


This is to remind lowa exhibitors that a 
favorite son, Ronald Reagan is starred in 
‘Accidents Will Happen.’ He was a pop- 
ular radio sports commentator before go- 
ing Hollywood and should be promoted 
with all the typical "local-boy-makes- | 
good" ballyhoo. 


A TIRE PROMOTION 


Ad campaign based on blow-out proof 
tires featured by one of the big tire man- 
ufacturers should give you an entree to 
dealer promotion—window displays, co- 
op ads, and circulars. Title is used in all ad 
copy stressing safety angle of tires thus: 
"Accidents Will Happen’ but don't in- 
vite disaster with unsafe tires." 


INSURANCE AGENTS 


Anyone connected with local insurance 
companies—adjustors, agents, etc., will 
be interested in seeing picture. Place no- 
tices and scene stills on office bulletin 
boards. Copy might run along these 
lines: "$1,000,000 'Accident' Racket Ex- 
posed! .. . Accidents made to order! In- 
juries as phoney as the evidence that wins 
million dollar verdicts every year! See the 
sensational expose ... Warner Bros.’ 'Ac- 
cidents Will Happen!’ coming to the 
Strand Theatre Friday." 


Stills For 
Dealer Fie-ups 
STILLS OF RONALD REAGAN: — 


Camel Hair Coat 
Sleeveless Sweater 


STILLS OF DICK PURCELL: — 
Punching Bag 

Pipe 

Sport Sweater 


STILL OF GLORIA BLONDELL: — 
Bathing Suit 


Order these specially prepared stills 
from Campaign Plan Editor. Complete 
set of seven—60c; individually at 10c. 








NON-RENTAL ITEMS 












6" x 9” HERALD 






‘ 


a : 

wins million 
\ 

every year 









cer and anthony SEE “ . ” 
arte tar E “accidents” planned to 
george Bt the smallest detail! ... 
“victims” coached to the ™ 
very last-word! 


pe In USA 






PRICES 20 he ae 


Warner ires. 





SLIDE — I5e¢ each 


MIDGET | , RONALD REAGAN 


CARD 


4c each 








Official Billing 
WARNER BROS. 


Pictures, Inc. present 


“ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN" 


LOBBY: DIS PEA YS 


Drop us a postcard today. Let us tell you how your 100%, 
theatre can have these displays at a reasonable weekly | oy orn ma with 
rental fee. | RONALD REAGAN 60°, 
Write to: ' a Gloria Blondell @ Dick Purcell @ Sheila Bromley 
| i 40% 
: 
AMERICAN DISPLAY COMPANY, Inc. ae. . 
525 WEST 43rd STREET NEW YORK CITY 


Screen Play by George Bricker and Anthony Coldeway 
IS% 





From A Story by George Bricker 10% 


40" x 60" (also teeta 30 x 40") A Warner Bros. Picture 20% 





RENT THESE ACCESSORIES 


SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES 


(For Posting or Sniping) 


ONE-SHEETS 


100 & over. 


THREE-SHEET 


Rental 24c each 





Rental. 


SIX-SHEET 


INSERT CARD 





ONALD REAGAN 


GLORIA BLOMDELL DICK PURCELL 
SHEILA BRORMLEF = wuilks Sithexs 


Sstenn Pian BY BLOKE BRICKER RR RNISSRY Cares were 
FLOM % Bary VY SEBVRGE BRECKER 


KR WARREE BROS. PICTURE 


aU ot Gaeta os Ser 3p Rental 48c each 


OONE-SIrBE Tsk co ee Rental 8c each 





ROHALD REAGAN 

GLORIA SLONOELE LACK PUITELE 

SRERER BROMERK OI | 

REE SISO 2! SIRO RACE: KER KOMMOKY KoeKCoeR | 
DG SU By LIMON ROOK ED 

BR RREBRA RRMES WALSHE 





COLORED 22 x 28's 


Rental: 20c each 





| RONALD! 
Beat tact 


COLORED 


ll x 14's 
SET OF 8 
Rental: 35c 


RIERA 
stom? 





PRINTED IN U.S.A. 


Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Richard Koszarski. 





WISCONSIN CENTER 


FOR FILM & THEATER RESEARCH 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 





www.mediahistoryproject.org 


